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Before he was proclaimed king he had to contend
with a powerful caucas which found its strength in
the unworthiness of Ahmad Shah, and in those days
he also borrowed of Omar Khayyam.
Although he was the pivot around which every-
thing moved, he did not force his personality upon
others. He initiated no sudden coup, and there was
an interim of some years between his taking over
the reins of government and his elevation to the
throne. Then he practised the true spirit of humility,
such as is found in the following rubaiyat of Omar,
which, incidentally, Western readers will not find in
the collection of FitzGerald :
Dar rah chunnan ro ka salamat na kunand,
Ba khlaq chunanze qayamat na kunand,
Dar masjid agar ravi, chunan ro ka tura,
Dar Pesha kwaband o imamat na kunand.
This can perhaps best be translated :
Walk in such a manner that they may not salute thee.
Live in such a way that the public may not know and respect
thee.
When thou goest to the mosque to pray, go in such a manner
that nobody may notice thee and make thee imam.
Yet Reza Shah did not miss the materialistic con-
ception which was Omar's.   He worked :
Oh, come with old Khayyam, and leave the Wise
To talk; one thing is certain, that Life flies;
One thing is certain, and the Rest is Lies;
The flower that once has blown for ever dies.
When he became monarch by popular acdamatkm,